






https://globalnews.ca/news/6904825/coronavirus-canada-wildfire-season-2020/



Covid, Climate and BC’s Economic Recovery

Shift support from fossil fuels to forests & support:

 First Nations seeking to protect their land 

(e.g. in Clayoquot Sound)  

 Ecoforestry practices 

 restore provincial government capacity for forest 

stewardship 

 value-added wood products (more jobs per m3)   

 Ecological restoration projects



• Climate crisis -worsening forest emissions and climate impacts 
• Outdated LUP (UNDRIP, conservation science)
• High ecological risk for shrinking old-growth ecosystems  
• Business as usual increasingly damaging for diverse economy
• Changing BC economy, less dependent on resource extraction  
• First Nations rights, new protected area designations (ICPAs)
• Growing support for old-growth protection >90% 
• Great Bear Rainforest solutions    



NDP platform on old-growth (page 61)

“In partnership with First Nations and communities, we will 
modernize land-use planning to effectively and sustainably 
manage BC’s ecosystems, rivers, lakes, watersheds, forests and 
old growth, while accounting for cumulative effects. 

We will take an evidence-based scientific approach and use the 
ecosystem-based management of the Great Bear Rainforest as 
a model.”





Solution Ingredients 

• Government leadership 

• Moratoria 

• Use of science

• Conservation combined with support for First Nations and sustainable forestry   

• Funding for conservation, planning and jobs 







Remaining Good+Medium OG 25%, protected 8%, Good, low, flat OG 9%, protected 4%





FRPA amendments 2020 - priorities
 Ensure that FRPA reform reflects a shift from a timber-based approach to an 

ecosystem-based approach. Remove the precedence for timber supply (i.e. 

the constraint that conservation objectives must not “unduly reducing the 

supply of timber from British Columbia's forests”) from all FRPA legal 

objectives and implementation regulation. 

 As a first step for old-growth protection across the province, introduce a 

minimum target of 30 per cent old-growth and intact forest for every 

ecosystem and landscape, as recommended by the UVIC’s ELC; end sacrifice 

zones (‘Low Biodiversity Emphasis’ areas); close the ‘drawdown’ loophole 

(logging old-growth below targets). 

 Introduce carbon sink and climate risk objectives. Ensure forestry practices 

reduce carbon losses and avoid disruption of carbon sequestration, 

i.e. end extensive clearcuts, slash burning and spraying of unwanted tree 

species; introduce a climate risk test for all logging plans to reduce the risks of 

climate impacts like flooding, drought and wildfires.  



• poll

https://sierraclub.bc.ca/forestpoll/



Do you support or oppose taking action to 
defend endangered old-growth forests in BC?

- More than nine-in-ten British Columbians (92%) 

support taking action to defend endangered 

old-growth forests in BC.

- Support for taking action to defend 

endangered old-growth forests is high across 

all regions of the province, including the Fraser 

Valley (97%), Metro Vancouver (93%), 

Southern BC (90%), Northern Vancouver Island 

(87%), Southern Vancouver Island (83%) and 
Northern BC (also 83%). 



As you may know, the BC government promised during the 

2017 election campaign that they would take action for 

old-growth forests, using the Great Bear Rainforest model. 
This involves:

- More protection for old growth trees.

- Less logging.

- Partnerships with First Nations.

- Support for a more diversified economy.

How important is it to you that the BC government keeps 

these promises to increase protection of old-growth (or 
ancient) forests in our province?

- Almost seven-in-ten British Columbians (69%) say this is 

“very important” to them, while about one-in-four (23%) 
consider this “moderately important.”



Below are some reasons for people to care about 

defending old-growth (or ancient) forests. How much 
does each of these reasons matter to you, personally?

- The reasons for British Columbians to care “a great 

deal” or “a moderate amount” are “many important 

and rare species depend on old-growth forests” (86%), 

“given our changing climate, if old-growth trees are 

logged they will never grow back in the same way” 

(85%),“because old-growth forests are being logged 

at a rapid rate and there is very little remaining” (also 

85%), “as a legacy for future generations” (also 85%), 

“old-growth forests are globally rare and important” 

(also 85%) and  “old-growth forests are important for 
First Nations cultural values” (80%).



We cannot save a stable climate without intact forests & 
we cannot save intact forests without a stable climate! 

• Slowing down human-caused climate change

• Can turn from carbon bank to carbon bomb 
(total storage 340 Gt of carbon; for comparison: 
annual global emissions are ~11 Gt of carbon)

• Any global plan to stabilize the climate will require 
protecting/restoring forests as carbon sinks







Sequestration dead zones

• Areas clearcut across B.C. between 2005 and 2017 total 3.6 
million hectares

• More than 1.9 million hectares of logged old-growth 

• Close to 1.7 million hectares of logged second-growth

• Annual emissions from logging are 42 million tonnes of CO₂

• 26 million tonnes of CO₂ per year foregone carbon capture

• Combined negative impacts of clearcut logging in B.C. on the 
climate are greater than officially reported provincial carbon 
emissions (65 million tonnes per year), i.e. ending clearcutting 
is as important for climate action as phasing out fossil fuels.



Update and Action
• Old-Growth Panel report
• Changes to BC’s forestry laws
• Indigenous-led land use & conservation planning

Write or call the BC government (or local paper)
• Minister Donaldson  

FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca
250 387-6240
P.O. Box 9049, Stn Prov Govt, Victoria BC, V8W9E2

• Premier John Horgan
premier@gov.bc.ca
250 387- 1715
P.O. Box 9041, Stn Prov Govt, Victoria BC, V8W9E1
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