
INTERCONNECTED ECOSYSTEMS
MARMOT MAYHEM!

Here are some things that are important in the environment that the 
Vancouver Island marmot calls home. Can you find all these words?

Wildflowers

Alpine 

Eagle

Cougar

Burrow

Colonies Grasses

Whistle

Wolf

The mountainous area
above the treeline

A hole dug for shelter

Groups of individuals that
are partially organized into a
community

A predator of the
marmot

A predator of the
marmot

Vegetation that
marmots feed upon

Hibernation 
To pass through a cold 
period in a state of inactivity, 
similar to a very deep sleep

Marmot 
The largest member of
the squirrel family

Metapopulation 
A group of populations that 
are separated geographically 
but consist of the same 
species

Marmots use a variety of
whistles to communicate
with each other

A favourite food of the
marmot such as lupines and
paintbrush (prairie fire)

A predator of the
marmot
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Colour in the poster and add a marmot fact here! 
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red paintbrush

arctic lupine

Draw your own marmot in its habitat and add a marmot fact here!
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VANCOUVER ISLAND MARMOT 
FACT SHEET

Use these fun facts on your poster to help people learn about the Vancouver 
Island marmot! Copy your favourite ones onto your poster or cut them out 

and stick them on!

A number of First Nations recall the importance of
marmot fur and meat in their cultural traditions. Some
carried out annual marmot hunts. In the traditonal
‘Namgis territory, there is Papikatan (translating to “Place
of Marmot”) near present day Schoen Lake Provincial
Park. While historic marmot populations can only be
guessed at, the regular harvest by Indigenous peoples
strongly suggest a much larger, and more widespread,
population once lived here.

Vancouver Island marmots live in only a 
handful of colonies across Vancouver Island 

in south and west-facing sub-alpine and 
alpine meadows (usually above 1000 

meters). Their habitat is being damaged and 
lost due to logging and other industrial 

projects.

In 2003, there were less 
than 30 of these marmots living 

in the wild. That number has gone 
up to around 200 now, but there is 

a long way to go before the 
population is stable!

Marmots spend over half 
of the year hibernating underground 

in burrows. During this time they 
lose 30-50% of their body fat!

Vancouver Island marmots 
are also known as "whistle pigs". 
They use a variety of whistles to 
communicate with each other!

While marmots 
hibernate, their 

heart beats only 3-4 
times per minute. 

The average human 
heart rate is 60-100 

beats per minute!

The Vancouver Island
marmot (Marmota
vancouverensis)  is
one of the rarest

mammals in the world
and is Critically

Endangered.

Additional resources: sierraclub.bc.ca/ecomap/ and marmots.org/
Illustrations by Amira Maddison

https://sierraclub.bc.ca/ecomap/
https://marmots.org/

