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Art is a powerful vehicle to drive change – offering different and 
accessible ways to reimagine a life-sustaining future for all. 
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You don’t have to be 
good at it... 

You just have to like 
doing it.



Beautiful Art 
stops the mind

           &

Can open the 
Heart
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Tool check!

Let’s do a quick 
inventory of what 
you need tonight.



For Linocut / Block 
printing:

Carving block

Linocut tools

Exacto or sharp knife

Brayer (ink roller)

Spoon or barren

Printing ink



Smooth surface for the ink

Left:  Waxed or parchment 
paper taped to a cutting 
board.

Right: A mirror



Potato print option:
Potatoes
Cookie Cutters 
Sharp knife
Scissors

Optional:  Blackberry ink
or:
Water-based paint such as gouache, 
watercolour, or acrylic.

Small plate or yoghurt lid for ink



Paper for printing!
SOFT pencil (HB+)
Sketch + Test paper 
Basic printer paper
Cardstock
Paper Towel or cloth

A few tree-free options:
Hemp paper, Japanese Washi (mulberry)
Cotton paper from Papeterie St. Armand



Sketch with a  SOFT pencil - Ideally 6B+ minimum HB



Keep it super simple - especially for potato prints or if you plan to actually print tonight.
Remember - fine lines have to be carved AROUND or they will appear as negative space.



Stencil, carving, and print.
Notice the negative space.



For linocuts / block prints:
Prepare the sketch for 
transfer.

Either draw over using 
tracing paper or simply 
darken your original by 
going over with the pencil 
to create thick, dark lines.

For potato prints:
Keep your sketch simple - 
you will be cutting it out.



BEFORE YOU SKETCH: Trace the block to give a guideline 
for how big your sketch should be.  If you’re sketching for 
potato prints, make sure your print will fit on the potato 
when it’s cut in half.



Let’s start with a sketch
Grab your pencil and paper!



Questions?



Story time while we sketch

Remember to keep it 
simple!



I’ll start with first with the instructions for the linocutting, we will get to the potatoes next, 
If you want, you can start by cutting your potato cleanly in half.  A smooth surface is essential for a 
good print, so don’t use a serrated knife.  Ask an adult if you are too young to handle a big knife.



Time to transfer the sketch 
to the carving block!

Flip the paper over onto the 
block, carefully aligning it so 
that the design fits with room 
to spare around the edges.  



Use the spoon or the baren to burnish the image by rubbing 
in a circular motion across the paper. 
Press hard but don’t let the paper slip!!



Peel away the paper gently to make 
sure your image is transferred.  You 
may have missed some areas, so lift 
carefully in case you need to set the 
paper down again.



Time to carve!

Linocut blades 
are stored 
inside the 
handle.

They are 
numbered on 
the back with 1 
being smallest 
and 5 usually 
being the 
largest.



To insert the blade, unscrew the tip enough that the semicircle becomes loose.  Insert the curved (not the 
sharp) end of the blade into the space between the circle in the middle and the loose semi-circle. The blade 
should slide easily down and then you can tighten the tip again to secure the blade.



The blade should look like this if it is 
properly tightened and inserted.

It’s important to remember, whatever you 
carve out is where there will be NO INK.

So you could choose to carve out all the 
details and have the background be what’s 
printed.

Or you can carve AROUND the details and 
lines (which is much more work) in order 
to create a fine-line print.



NEVER carve towards yourself.  Always 
carve away from your body or fingers.



To carve, hold the blade at a 
very slight angle and gently 
press away from you.  To 
avoid carving towards your 
fingers, MOVE THE BLOCK, 
rather than the blade.



To carve away 
larger areas, use 
the larger blades 
and scoop out the 
block in lines..

This part usually 
takes the longest - 
don’t be 
discouraged!



1.
2.

3.

For potato 
prints:

Cut out sketch



1. Place cut out  2. Cut around cut out approx. 0.5 cm deep 3. Cut out details 



1. Slice 0.5 cm deep around
the edge of the potato, just deep
enough to hit the initial cut out.

        2. Peel away the sides from design.  3. Remove excess potato from edge.



Cut out details on a very slight angle.

Ta da!



Cookie cutter 
option

Cut potatoes 
in half.

Press cookie 
cutter about 
0.5 cm down, 
then remove 
cutter.



Cut approximately 0.5 cm around the 
edge of the potato, then peel the edges 
away to reveal the cookie cutter shape.



Optional:

Use 
linocutting 
tools to add 
details like 
veins on the 
leaves.



Questions?



Time for another story 
while we carve.



It’s printing time!
Don’t worry if you’re not 
ready. 



Get your paper ready!

It’s generally best to 
start with a test print 
on printer paper or 
newsprint.

That way if you don’t 
like it, or you need to 
carve more, you 
haven’t wasted any 
good paper!

Make sure the paper is 
big enough to fit the 
print.



1.

2.

3.

4.



Gently roll the ink onto the carving block.  
Again, roll back and forth in both directions, 
making sure the entire surface is covered.



When the carving block has a 
nice, even coat of ink on it, 
gently place the paper on top.



Firmly burnish the paper 
onto the carving block.  
Don’t let the paper slip 
around or the print will 
smudge, but PRESS HARD!  
(Harder than you think 
you need to.)



You can gently peel the 
paper away to see if you’ve 
pressed hard enough to 
leave a solid print.  
Different papers with 
textures will create rough 
prints.  Smoother papers 
will create darker, more 
saturated prints.



The great thing 
about printing is you 
can make so many 
prints once you’ve 
carved your block!

Plus you can 
experiment with 
different colours, 
different colour 
combos, different 
papers, and you can 
do so many things 
with the prints 
when they are done!



You may need to clean your block or the mirror if the ink gets too dry.  If you are using 
water-based ink, you should be able to easily rinse the ink off.  Pat the carving block dry 
with a cloth or a paper towel.  DO NOT SCRUB with any abrasive surface or you will 
damage the printing surface.  Make sure you get all the water out before printing again.



If you have a roller, you can use it to 
make potato prints as well!



If you don’t have a 
roller, you’ll need a 
small plate, or a 
yoghurt lid to put 
your “ink” into.

This can be any 
water-based paint 
such as acrylic, 
gouache, 
watercolour, or in 
this instance:  
blackberry juice.



Dip 
and 
print!



Play around!  I found that the first print was too much ink, 
but if I did a quick print on the paper towel first, the second 
print on the paper came out with much better detail.



Questions?



It’s printing time!  Go 
ahead and start printing 
and experimenting.
(or keep going wherever you are in the process.)



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1egskqx-H_njC5nxGWkB74lv_soOXfoQu/preview




Links & information

Page 1: https://www.invitetoaction.ca/
Page 2: https://www.instagram.com/bettilona/?hl=en 
Page 4: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toni_Cade_Bambara
Page 5: https://shop.ocasiocortez.com/products/green-new-deal-poster-pack
Page 6: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9uTH0iprVQ 
Page 7: https://store.obeygiant.com/products/make-art-not-war-offset and https://www.instagram.com/marktattooist/?hl=en 
Page 8: https://br.pinterest.com/pin/1688918596038355/ 
Page 9: https://www.instagram.com/marktattooist/?hl=en
Page 10: https://www.instagram.com/inkycatprints/?hl=en
Page 11: https://www.instagram.com/anouchkadegraaf/?hl=en
Page 12: https://www.instagram.com/bettilona/?hl=en
Page 13: https://randecook.ca/home
Page 14: https://leafmodern.ca/
Page 15: https://www.instagram.com/beenanza.design/?hl=en
Page 17: https://docs.google.com/document/d/11b2OeIr-y7VI-DrGa_18l8CYHy23wVOHOmtpL-oHPmI/edit 
Page 20: http://www.st-armand.com/English/E01-welcome.php
Page 23: https://www.instagram.com/marie.amelie.giamarchi/
Page 29: A great video of the transferring and carving process:  https://www.instagram.com/p/CTH89XSoYkH/ 

Information prepared by Elisabeth Noble (Hazell) for Sierra Club BC.

www.sierraclub.bc.ca 
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