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Friends,
Recently, Sierra Club BC’s
Board and Staff completed
a strategic review of the
organization to realign our
priorities with the challenges and
opportunities facing British Columbia today. This document reflects that realignment, especially in the context
of the increasing urgency of climate change and the multiple threats to B.C.’s biodiversity and the health of
our communities. We hope you will see in our approach a reflection of your values and aspirations, and that
you will support Sierra Club BC’s efforts. Together we can make a difference.
Doug McArthur, Chair
Bob Peart, Executive Director

OUR VISION
An ecologically sustainable province which integrates human and economic activity, while
conserving the province’s wilderness and biodiversity values.

OUR MISSION
To protect, conserve, and educate the public about, B.C.’s wilderness, species and
ecosystems, within the urgent context of climate change impacts.

OUR VALUES
•

We are guided by science and use big
picture thinking to connect the issues.

•

We believe it is essential to transition to a
low carbon economy as soon as possible
and to protect B.C.’s biodiversity for
our future through place-based, large
landscape conservation.

•

•

We work collaboratively with
communities, youth, First Nations,
workers, government, businesses and
other NGOs.
We believe strong, sustainable
communities are ones whose citizens are
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engaged and empowered to participate
in decisions that affect them.
•

We believe nature education and
encouraging a love of nature in children
and youth are essential for a sustainable
future.

•

We approach all our work with integrity,
honesty and accountability.

•

We believe our own work and spirit
are sustained and strengthened by
connecting with nature whenever
possible.

&

O U R H I S T O RY
AC H I E V E M E N T S
Sierra Club BC was formed in 1969. Throughout our history we have been at the
forefront of protecting B.C.’s special places, including Clayoquot Sound, South
Moresby, the Khutzeymateen and Carmanah Valley. More recently, our work helped
secure a ban on mining and oil and gas development in the wildlife-rich Flathead
River Valley.
We had a leadership role in achieving the historic Great Bear Rainforest agreements
in 2006, which included legislation of protected areas totaling half the size of
Switzerland, $120 million in funding for First Nations communities to help kick-start
a new conservation economy, and the introduction of stricter logging regulation
outside protected areas.
In 2007, our climate change campaign played a key role in pressuring the B.C.
government to adopt ambitious targets for carbon emission reductions, including the
introduction of the first carbon tax in North America.
We have a longstanding tradition of providing quality nature education for young
children both within and outside B.C.’s school system.
Over the years Sierra Club BC has fought and won a number of critical court
cases against various governments. Most recently, a federal court ruled that federal
ministers broke the law by delaying the development of recovery strategies for four
at-risk species, as mandated by the Species at Risk Act.
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FOR THE LOVE
OF NATURE
What kind of future do we want for ourselves, our children and our grandchildren?
The choice has never been starker or more urgent. We can accept business as usual and the
prospect of runaway climate change that will threaten our economy, our health, and the
health of our ecosystems. Or we can make changes now that will help head off the worst
climate change scenarios, allow us to adapt and to build a prosperous, low carbon economy
along with healthy communities and ecosystems.
Powerful business forces are determined to exploit the tar sands, natural gas and other
natural resources as quickly as possible for maximum profit. They are doing this despite
resounding scientific evidence that their actions will accelerate climate change. Prodevelopment forces are also undermining our democratic institutions and processes,
marginalizing other viewpoints and denying citizens a voice in their collective future.
Against this backdrop, Sierra Club BC is equally determined to demonstrate that positive
change can be achieved through the actions of engaged, mobilized citizens. We will offer a
hopeful, positive vision of what British Columbia can become if we turn away from fossil
fuels and embrace a clean energy, low carbon future.
In the end, no matter which part of B.C. we live in, we all depend on clean air, land and
water. A healthy environment is the basis for the stable, healthy economies and communities
in which we live our lives.

“Unless we preserve the rest of
life, as a sacred duty, we will
be endangering ourselves by
destroying the home in which
we evolved, and on which we
completely depend.”
– E.O. Wilson
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OUR GOALS
INSPIRE PEOPLE TO VALUE
NATURE
ACT TO PROTECT IT

&

It is essential that we inspire and empower communities,
children and especially youth to connect with, love and
protect nature. We will support people to get involved
and take charge of the future of the wild spaces and
ecosystems they value.

OUR WORK
•

Mobilize youth, through
our Youth Environmental
Leadership Program (YELP)
and youth conservation corps,
by offering conservation and
campaign training to youth
groups throughout B.C.

•

Provide nature education
for young children, within
classrooms and in outdoor
settings.

•

Lead summer camps for young
children, for their education &
enjoyment, and to help provide
a diversified funding base to
our organization.

•

Support Sierra Club BC local
groups, and other grassroots
community groups, to take
action in support of our
campaigns and on key issues
of local concern.

We are most likely to achieve success in conserving and
protecting B.C.’s special places when individual citizens,
grassroots organizations and communities come together
to stand up for what they value.
Sierra Club BC will be the catalyst to inspire a new
generation of citizen activists to oppose reckless fossil
fuel exploitation and the destruction of B.C.’s wild
places, protect B.C.’s biodiversity and our climate, and
bring about a sustainable, just economy.
A key way to catalyze positive citizen engagement is by
encouraging people to reconnect with nature and the
wild spaces they care about and that inspire them. We
believe passionately that our society’s lack of connection
with the natural world is a major contributing factor to
a sense of despair and pessimism that prevents people
from taking control of and shaping the world they want
to live in.
We will balance realism with hope, to inspire an
understanding that our efforts can make a difference.

TRANSITION TO A LOW
CARBON ECONOMY
OUR WORK
•

Stop both the Enbridge
Northern Gateway and
the Kinder Morgan Trans
Mountain pipelines.

•

Keep oil tankers off the
coast.

•

Build a sustainable B.C.
economy through Green
Jobs BC, an alliance of
environmental and labour
groups.

•

Halt the expansion of LNG
exploitation by calling for
a moratorium on any new
fracking in B.C.
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To successfully tackle climate change we must shift rapidly
towards a clean energy, low carbon future. Sierra Club BC is
developing a province-wide conservation and energy vision to
guide the province away from our dependence on fossil fuels
and towards a sustainable green economy for B.C.
To reduce emissions we must stop new fossil fuel
infrastructure projects, conserve terrestrial, freshwater and
coastal ecosystems, adopt clean energy sources, and support
a transition for workers and communities towards sustainable
livelihoods.
The short-sighted, destructive rush to exploit Alberta’s
tar sands and B.C.’s natural gas deposits is reckless and
irresponsible in the face of climate change. Both must be
stopped and investment shifted to green technologies and jobs.

&

CONSERVE
PROTECT BC’S
WILD
SPECIAL PLACES

&

Sierra Club BC is one of the leading place-based
conservation advocacy organizations in B.C.
Most of B.C. is public land, to be managed by the province,
subject to Aboriginal title and rights, for the benefit of
all British Columbians. These lands and waters should be
the base from which future generations can sustain and
plan their life and future with certainty. Instead they are
increasingly being managed for short-term profit, with
numerous threats arising from a dizzying array of proposed
industrial developments.
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OUR WORK
•

Continue to campaign for
protection of three of B.C.’s
most iconic wild places
ensuring these long-standing,
hard-fought campaigns are
seen through to the end:
• the Great Bear Rainforest;
• Clayoquot Sound;
• Flathead River Valley.

•

Pursue new place-based
conservation campaigns,
such as improving forest
management, stopping the
Site C hydroelectric project
and Taseko mine, achieving
new protected areas and/or
climate-related conservation
areas. Any new campaigns will
be informed by the particular
degree of ecological risk in
each location, First Nations
and local community support,
our ability to galvanize broadbased public involvement and
the likelihood of achieving our
goals.

WORKING TOGETHER
The threats to B.C.’s wild spaces and
ecosystems are multiplying. Sierra Club BC
understands that to be strategic and effective,
we cannot respond to every issue. We need
to be focused, and we will be.
We believe it is essential to bring a traditional
place-based conservation approach together
with our campaigns to stop pipelines and
promote clean energy, all within the urgent
context of climate change.
It is within this nexus that we can build a
compelling story about where we are now
and where we need to be.

We will continue with place-based
campaigns. They are ecologically important
and effective at mobilizing people to action.
We will continue to take a science- and
evidence-based approach to all our activities.
We will continue to work collaboratively with
workers, First Nations, community groups,
other NGOs, as well as businesses and
governments wherever possible. We will also
be active in government relations and ensure
that these lines of communication remain
open and productive.
We will expand our efforts to engage, inspire

TO ACHIEVE CHANGE
and train youth to be at the front lines of
bringing about a low carbon, clean energy
future.
We will mobilize pressure on governments
by facilitating grassroots organizing and
action, by generating media coverage, and
by bringing science-based evidence to bear
on public debate. We will work with our
partners to build a “wall of noise” that
governments and decision-makers cannot
ignore.

and help us achieve results. We will
become a more donor-centric organization,
continually listening to our supporters and
demonstrating the results of their generosity
and commitment.
Throughout all, we will reframe the debate
by shifting towards a more positive approach
that says “yes” to an alternative vision of our
future, a vision that British Columbians can
see themselves a part of and in which they
can prosper and live healthy, fulfilling lives.

We will build stable, long-term funding to
sustain our activities, build our capacity
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For more information, please contact:
Michelle Johnson
250-386-5255 ext. 250
301-2994 Douglas Street
Victoria, B.C. V8T 4N4
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