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 Goal: 

1. The governments of B.C. and Canada incorporate a scientifically rigorous climate test into their 
environmental assessments

Objectives:

1. In late spring 2016, present collected signatures to governments of Canada and B.C.

2. Write and phone decision makers, reminding them that their constituents are passionate about 
this issue

3. Take advantage of opportunities to raise our awareness of the need for climate action

What is a climate test?

The climate test is a scientifically rigorous test to be included in environmental assessments. It 
determines whether a proposed project makes climate change worse, and whether it would impact our 
ability to meet greenhouse gas emissions targets

Why it is so important?

We are currently on a path to 3⁰C to 5⁰C of warming, which would see a total breakdown of human 
civilization as we know it. If we are to keep warming to within 1.5⁰C, we need a climate test to weed out 
greenhouse gas polluting projects that should not be built.

Now is the time for change. Governments are finally listening to concerned and active citizens, as well 
as scientists, and recognizing climate change as the unprecedented threat it is. Our federal government 
has committed to staying below 1.5 degrees of warming, but does not have a mechanism in place to 
ensure we hit this target. The B.C. government lacks any mechanism too.

That is why we need a climate test. A climate test will help us transition to a clean, renewable future by 
ensuring that any new proposed energy project will not get built if it prevents us from hitting climate 
targets. A climate test asks “does it make climate change worse?” If the answer is yes, it doesn’t get built. 

We’re making noise about the climate test through a petition that we will present to both governments, 
through rallies and demonstrations, and through letters and calls to decision makers in government.

Progress at the federal level:

Things are moving fast at the federal level. At the end of 2015, world leaders met in Paris and made a 
commitment to limit global warming to 1.5⁰C, an ambitious and crucial target. Shortly after Paris, the 
federal government announced they would re-vamp the environmental review process, and that a 
climate test will be included in the renewed process. Details about the proposed federal climate test 
remain vague, but we need to ensure that it consider full life cycle climate impacts of any proposed 
project. That way, we won’t be exporting greenhouse gas emissions and climate impacts to other 
countries. 

The federal government has started meeting with provincial leaders to discuss climate goals. It is so 
important that our governments establish binding targets at both a national and provincial level. The 
coming months will be an extremely important time to keep the pressure on and show that we’re paying 
attention.
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Progress at the provincial level:

While there is much reason for concern at the provincial level – LNG remains a priority, the carbon tax 
remains frozen – there is also reason for hope. Premier Clark has promised climate action, a Climate 
Leadership Plan is in the works (you can submit feedback online until March 25), and B.C.’s carbon 
tax has been described as the “most comprehensive and transparent carbon tax in the Western 
Hemisphere, if not the world” (Carbon Tax Centre, 2015). There is momentum and we must keep it 
moving to turn it into real action.

Spread the word on social media

If you’re active on Twitter and Facebook, share the climate test campaign using the hashtags 
#climatetest and #climatetestnow and tag us @Sierra_BC.

Resources

Find out more about the climate test and our campaign to have it implemented in environmental 
assessments by visiting climatetestnow.ca or sierraclub.bc.ca.

http://climatetestnow.ca
http://sierraclub.bc.ca

